
LICENSING COMMITTEE INFORMATION SHEET  

16 March 2021 

 

Public Application 

 

TYPE OF APPLICATION: HMO LICENCE APPLICATION (RENEWAL) 

APPLICANT: COMPER & COMPANY LTD 

AGENT: BREIDGE MCKEEVER 

ADDRESS: 17 SPITAL, ABERDEEN 

 

INFORMATION NOTE 

This HMO licence application is on the agenda of the Licensing Committee for the 
reason that one letter of representation/objection was submitted to the HMO Unit. 
 
If, after consideration of the representation/objection, the Committee is minded to 
grant the HMO licence, it may do so under delegated powers for the reason that a 
final inspection cannot be undertaken by the HMO Officer until Covid restrictions 
have been lifted. That position may have changed by the day of the Committee 
meeting, in which case I will advise the Committee accordingly. 

 

DESCRIPTION  

The premises at No.17 Spital, Aberdeen, is a converted convent with 
accommodation comprising: 8 letting bedrooms, one public room, one kitchen, 2 
bathrooms, one study, one Locker/Storage room and one Utility / Laundry room. 
The applicant wishes to accommodate a maximum of 8 tenants, which is 
acceptable to the HMO Unit in terms of space & layout. The location of the 
premises is shown on the plan attached as Appendix A. 

 

CONSULTEES 

• Police Scotland  
• Scottish Fire & Rescue Service 
•  A public Notice of HMO Application was displayed outside the building, 

alerting the general public to the HMO licence application.  
 

REPRESENTATIONS/OBJECTIONS  

• Police Scotland – no objections 

• Scottish Fire & Rescue Service – no objections 

• General public – one letter of representation/objection (Attached as 
Appendix B).  

• Licence-applicant – one letter from the applicant in response to the letter of 
representation/objection (Attached as Appendix C) 

 

  

 

 



 

 

COMMITTEE GUIDELINES/POLICY 

All applications for HMO licences are dealt with in accordance with the Scottish 
Government’s document: 
‘Licensing of Houses in Multiple Occupation: Statutory Guidance for Scottish Local 
Authorities’ 

 

    GROUNDS FOR REFUSAL 

This application is being dealt with under the provisions of Part 5 of the Housing 
(Scotland) Act 2006, as amended. Available grounds of refusal are as follows: 

1) The applicant and/or agent is not considered to be a ‘fit & proper’ person to 
hold an HMO licence, and 

2) The property is unsuitable for occupation as an HMO for one, some or all of 
the following reasons: 

i) Its location 
ii) Its condition 
iii) Any amenities it contains 
iv) The type & number of persons likely to occupy it 
v) Whether any rooms within it have been subdivided 
vi) Whether any rooms within it have been adapted, resulting in an alteration 

to the water & drainage pipes within it 
vii) The safety & security of persons likely to occupy it 
viii) The possibility of undue public nuisance 
ix) There is, or would be, an overprovision of HMOs in the locality   

   
 

  OTHER CONSIDERATIONS 

 

• The applicant is registered as a landlord with this Council and the 
registration includes No.17 Spital. 

 

• The property was first HMO-licensed in February 2010 and remained 
licensed until November 2017 when it changed hands. The applicant has 
held an HMO licence since February 2018 and the current application under 
consideration is a ‘renewal’. 

 

• The letter of objection refers to the involvement of the Council’s Anti-Social 
Behaviour Investigation Team (ASBIT) and Police Scotland, both of whom 
were contacted and asked for their comments. The responses are as 
follows:  
 
ASBIT 

 

• 16 September 2020 – A complainer phoned the ASBIT team to 
retrospectively report parties at No.17 Spital on 10 September 2020 & 15 
September 2020. The ASBIT team contacted the landlord who advised that 
she would speak to her tenants. 

 



• 11 November 2020 – The landlord contacted the ASBIT team to discuss the 
recent noise complaints and was given appropriate advice including a 
suggestion that mediation should be considered. 
 

 
Police Scotland 
 

• On 29 March 2020, Police received a complaint that someone had stolen a 
garden bench.  

 

• On 19 August 2020, Police received a complaint that numerous persons 
were seen coming and going from an abandoned Victorian orphanage. The 
complainer stated that sometimes it is groups of youths other times it is 
older males who engage in drinking. 
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